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was now confronted with an impudent and puny
adversary in the person of Lord Randolph Churchill.
The young nobleman, with three cheerful friends,
engaged the venerable Premier in almost nightly
combat, which a lifetime of Parliamentary conflict
disinclined him to refuse and his more agile adver-
saries used to considerable effect. At first sight the
challenge bore a strong resemblance to the encounter
of David and Goliath, with the difference that in the
present instance those moral advantages, which had
been David's principal resource, appeared to have
been transferred to Goliath. In these circumstances
the prospects of the combat were, to say the least, one-
sided. But the British public has a weakness for the1
weaker side; and presently the spectacle of the
unequal combat at Westminster endeared Lord
Randolph to a wider circle. . Indeed, his temerity in
challenging Mr, Gladstone in the fullness of his
powers seemed to combine the dramatic interest of
Landseer's "Dignity and Impudence" with some-
thing of the gallantry with which Lord Charles
Beresford presently became his country's darling by
defying the forts at Alexandria in the gun-boat Condor.
These sharp-shooting activities were not exclusively
directed against Mr* Gladstone. For his own leaders
were inclined to be a little shocked by such inreve**
ence. Not, perhaps, Lord Beaconsfield himself, since
Lord Beaconsfield could recognise that youth,
especially noble youth, must have its fling* Besides,
he found it easy to forgive anybody who teased
Mr, Gladstone, Indeed, he was not above giving
a few hints himseE But the party leaders m the